[image: image1.png]uny








           
“30 YEARS OF UHY”
         
Urbach Hacker Young… reflecting on our 30 year journey and looking forward to future goals.  

Our spirit of collaboration, cohesion and trust continues to set us apart from our competitors. 

WHERE DID IT BEGIN?
30 years ago, in 1986, the foresight to form a strategic partnership between the UK firm, Hacker Young and US accountants, then Urbach, Kahn & Werlin, was driven by an increasing trend for clients seeking globalisation.  And that was the start of our international network, UHY (Urbach Hacker Young).

The network owes much to these forward thinking founders whose vision in the mid-eighties for a new and more expansive culture to attract major clients in search of global expansion, helped to shape what we have now become.  We are proud to have grown into a substantial, truly global network, delivering quality international accounting and business advisory services to ambitious midmarket SMEs and entrepreneurs, and to larger companies looking for a refreshing alternative to the Big Four.

As the world economy has become increasingly international, UHY has continuously developed and expanded its footprint, and now has offices in over 320 major business centres across more than 90 countries.

“30 years on, it is our spirit of collaboration, cohesion and trust that continues to set us apart from our competitors.” 

WE CARE ABOUT PEOPLE AND OUR CLIENTS …

In the last 30 years, we have developed a strong network allowing our member firms to respond quickly and effectively to client requirements globally.  Even in a very competitive marketplace, it is our spirit of collaboration, cohesion and trust that continues to set us apart from our competitors. 

“We care about people and our clients make the informed and positive choice to work with us.”

Clients appreciate our fluent structure and service commitment providing national and regional expertise where required. When those clients, from SMEs to established multinationals, seek our services overseas, we are able to provide unified, cross-border teams, sharing clients’ aspirations and delivering customised and timely services to help them make the right decisions over the short and long-term. 
OUR VALUES AND SPIRIT OF COLLABORATION STARTED MUCH EARLIER

But where did it really start? 
It all started with John Bennett Rubens (born 1902), known as 'Johnny', the son of a shoemaker, who lived the early part of his life in Notting Hill, London.  He was advised upon leaving school to become an accountant because of his abilities in numeracy and advising people on money matters. One of Johnny's school friends was Mark Hacker, whose father was a tailor and often out of work. Between them they had a growing number of clients and in 1925 founded the firm of Hacker Rubens & Co, operating out of premises at Chancery Lane, London, UK.  Mark's aim was to help people who had financial problems and to assist them to "get back on their feet", so he and Johnny both subsequently specialised in insolvency.  Stuart Young & Co joined the firm in 1958. In 1968, the practice took on a new partner, Frank Stansil, who became one of the founders of UHY International. 

Meanwhile, in the US, Urbach Kahn & Werlin (UKW) was formed in the early 1960s in New York when three practitioners joined forces – Sid Urbach, Howard Kahn and Eli Werlin.  Sid Urbach was a sole practitioner and Howard Kahn and Eli Werlin had their own practice. Sid Urbach had a strong practice but he had concerns about health and succession, and so the three practitioners formed UKW. In 2000, UKW became a founding member of the newly formed US firm, Centerprise, which was subsequently, renamed UHY Advisors in 2003.

THE FUTURE OF UHY

The UHY network is expanding with still greater vigour – and it is not by chance. UHY’s strategy enables our clients to take greater advantage of the world economic recovery and renewed growth in international business. Clients appreciate the day-to-day practical involvement and expertise our member firms contribute, not just in their home territories but in target cross-border jurisdictions too. 
“It is our spirit of collaboration, cohesion and trust that continues to set us apart from our competitors.”
TIMELINE:

1986: UHY was formed in 1986 by UK firm Hacker Young (now UHY Hacker Young LLP) and US firm Urbach Kahn & Werlin (now the US group, UHY Advisors). The two founding firms had been working together for some time under a reciprocal agreement when they decided to form an international association. 

Oct 1986: The UK launch of the UHY network was held at Butcher's Hall, London, in October 1986 for clients and professional contacts, with David Young (later Lord Young of Graffham) as guest of honour.  

May 1987: The US launch of the association held in Albany, New York, in May 1987. 

Oct 1989: By the autumn of 1989 the association had grown to 16 countries. 

1999: The network was originally incorporated in New York before transferring to London in 1999, where the UHY executive office for the network is currently located.
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